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NEW TESTAMENT ABSTRACTS

\ff K. ERLEMANN AND K. L. NOETHLICHS (EDS.), Neues Testament und Antike Kulmur. Band 1,
Prolegomena — Quellen — Geschichte {(Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener, 2004, paper
€29.90) viii and 268 pp. Bibliographies. ISBN: 3-7887-2036-0.

This initia! volume in a four-volume undertaking involving around eighty scholars first
states the goals and methodotogy of the project, and explains the concepts of culture, reli-
gion, and society, as well as the significance of values and rituals. Then it focuses on the
pertinent sources and their influence on the NT: the production, reception, and interpretation
of ancient texts; genuine Jewish literature; non-Jewish literature; and nonliterary sources.
Next it treats the historical contexts: the Roman empire from the republic to the principate;
Asia Minor in the Roman period; Egypt and North Africa in the Roman period; Palestine
under Roman rule; the Jewish Diaspora in the Hellenistic-Roman period; and fixed points
for a chronology of the NT, Finally it deals with ancient law as regulative of human life in
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community {Roman, Greek and lewish law). Erlemann and Noethlichs are joined on the
editorial committee by K. Scherberich and J. Zangenberg. The contributors to this volume
include W. Stegemann, S. Alkier, R. Zimmermann, F. Siegert, E. Reinmuth, G. Sellin, A.
Breitenbach, A. Kolb, F. Avemarie, J. Barclay, R. Riesner, and U. Kellermann,



