
E. R. DoDDs, The Greeks and the lftationol (Berkeley--Los Angeles London: University
oi Cali lbmia Press. 2004, paper $19.95 or !J2.95) vi i  and 327 pp. Indexed. ISBN: 0-520-
24230-0.

The paperback reprint of a work published in I95l as part of the Safher Classical Lec-
tures series, this now lämous study took issue with the traditional view ofGreek culture as a
triumph ot'rationaiism and explored the'primitive" or irrational modes ofthought prevalent
among thc ancicnt Grccks- The seven chapters concem Agamemnon's apology; thc dcvel-
opmcnt from shamc-culturc to guilt-culture; the blessings of madness; drcam-pattem and
culture-paitem: the Greek shamans and the origin of Puritanism; rationalism and reaction in
the classical age; Plato. the irrational soul. and the inheritcd conglomerate; and the fear of
f'reedom. The two appcndixes treat Mäenadism and theurgy. Dodds (1893-1979) was Regius
professor of Greek at Oxford University fiom 1936 to 1960.

J. A. DRApFR (ED.), Ordlity, Literacy, and Colonialism in Arli4rliry, SBL Semeia Studies 47

1*Tgj".:,"9:f.Piblcal 
Litcraturc. 2004. paper $32.95) viii and 240 pp. Bibliography.

I
I NEW TESTAMENT ABSTRACTS
I' Weston Jesuit School of Theology

I Phillips Placc, Cambridsc, MA 02118' USA

Enclosed are two copies of the noticc of

NEUES TESTA]{EI'IT UND ANTIKE KUI-TUR, Band l,
ed. bv I(. Erlemann and Karl Leo Noethlichs

which appeared in NEIV TEST AMENT ABSTRACTS'

vol .  49 ,  Do. I  .

\t/e ate vcry grateful to you for seoding us this book'

SincerelY Yours,
Tbe Editort
NEIY TEST AMENT ABSTRACTS

/ K. E^,.nrn"* AND K. L. NoFrHr.rors (EDs.), Nercs Tr.|,t.rment und Antike Kuhur. Band 1,
Prolegomena - Quellen - Geschichte (Neukirchen-V)uyn: Neukirchener, 2004, paper
€29.90) vi i i  and 268 pp. Bibl iographies. ISBN:3-7887-2036-0.

This initial volume in a four-volume undertaking involving around eighty scholars first
states the goals and methodology of the project. and explains thc concepts of culture, reli-
gion, and society. as weil as the significance of values and rituals. Then it focuses on the
pertinent souroes and their influence on the NT: the production. reccption, and interpretation
of ancient :exts; genuine Jewish literature; non-Jewish literature; and nonliterary sourccs.
Next it trcats the historical contexts: the Roman empirc liom the republic to the principate;
Asia Minor in thc Roman period; Egypt and North Africa in the Roman period; Palestine
under Roman rule; the Jewish Diaspora in the Hellenistic-Roman period; and fixed points
for a chronology of the NT. Finally it deals with ancient law as regulativc of human life in
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community (Roman, Grcek ancl Jcwish law). Erlemann and Noethlichs are joined on the

editorial committee by K. Schcrberich and J Zangenberg The contributoN b this volume

include W. Stegemann, S. Alkier. R. Zimmermann, F Siegert. E Reinmuth, G Sellin' A'

Breitenbach, A. Kolb. F. Avemarie. J. Barclay. R Riesner. and U. Kellermann

J. D. ERNFST. The Bible in Atl l 'ü.tsius tt l  A[cxandria, The Bible in Ancient Christ ianity 2

(Boston Leiden: Bri l l .  2004, $125) xiv and 482 pp., 40 tables Bibl iography lndexed'

LCN: 2004045754. IS BN: 0-39 l-041 76-2.

Based on a doctoral dissedation dirccted by P. Perkjns in the Boston College-Andover

Ncwton ioint doctoral program, this volume examines the various ways in which the Bible

tui si.iritur"t functioni in'shaping. tlefining, and coloring the theological and ethical self-

undcrstanding and teaching of Athanasius of Alcxandria. Afier a 42-page inftoductron to

Athanasius aici his usc of"Scripture, it ireäts ho\l he r:scd the Bible in thc apologctic wriG

ings (the earth is full ofthe knowledge ofthe Lord)' in the dogmatic-polemical writings (the

wird enfleshed), in the historical-poiemical writings (conflict and imitation), and in thc pas-

toral writings ithe word lived). Also included are tcn appendixes Dmest concludes that'

according to"Aihanasius, Christians are to correlate hfe with Scripture in multiple ways: rlot

only bel ieving bibl ical doctr ines, but also obeying bibl ical commands' heeding bibl i ' :al

proverbs, and imitating biblical modcls. 
I

P. F. ESLER (r.o.), The Early Chrisrian llorld (2 vols.; London New York: Roullcdge'

2004. paper i .15'or $78.95)-xxvi and 1342 pp t l lustrated Bibl iographies lndexed' LCN:

s9 -056667 .  ISBN:  0 -415 -33312 -1 .

Thc paperback cdition of the work describcd in NTA 45. pp. '126-427, the fifty papers in

these two volumes explore various aspects of thc social context of early Christianity from

A.D. 30 to 430. Thc firit volume presents twenty-six essays on thc contcxt, Christian origins

and development. community formation antl maintenancc. everyday Christian experience'

and the intellectual heritage- 
_The 

sccond volume contains twenty_f'our €ssays on the artist'c

heritage. extemal challenfes, intemal cballenges. and profiles of important figures

R. S. EVANS, Set and Solvation: I/iryin\ ,ß a Sotcriological Par(ldign n-Ancient Chris-

i ,aairy (Lanhattt ,  l ln Oxford: Univirsi ty Press of Amcnca' 2003 paper $30) xvi i  and i87

pp. eiUi log.apny. lndcxed. LCN:2003116843 1S8N: 0-761 8-2769-2'

Evans, assjstant professor of historical theology at Payne Theological.Serninary in Ohio'

contends that the eärly Christians' approach to virginity diftercd in motives' practices' and

eoal '  from the.eruai aicetici .m unäertakcn b) thcir Pagan and Jerr irh conlemporarier '

Äft",  " r"."n-p"g" intrt ,Juction. hc discusses virginity in thc ancient world under scven

heatlings: views o'f virgins and virginity in the ancient Greek and.Roman wrilings; views of

r,ireins'and vrrgrniry iln rhc ancieit Jewish writings; Christian virginiry and its intcrpreta-

riois; tfr. Cfru.if, Fäthers on I Corinthians 7; views of virgins and virginity in the ancient

anostic rnd \ |  cp, 'erypftdl writ ingi:  the gendcring of r irginity who get '  lo cdl l  whom
-r 

hat" :  and thc gi. ,wri  of rrrginir!  in ccrl l  Chrisr ianitS Thcn hc con' idcr: '  \ i rginiry in rhc

*i i , ine. ; i r f ' .  c" l ' ,ut.h FarherJunier t i re heaJings: Ihe gifr ol virginiry- a gif t  l iom C'd/a

g i f r r o t o d : r i r g i n i r l a n d r h e d i v i n e ; r i r g i n i t l a n d m a r r i a g c : r i r g i n i r y i n l h c c c o n o m ) o l - s a l -
iat ionl and v;r-gini iy lost. Evans conciudes that thosc who \trotc about \ i 'ginity in the

ancient church ;de;stood it to be both a gift from God and a gil1to God

L. H. FILDMAN. 
"Remember Amalek!" Vengeance' Zealotry' and Group Destructio in the

Bible accorcling to Philo, Pseüdo-Philo, ond Josephus, Monographs-of the Hebrew Union

öottese:t (C;n"innati .  OH: Hcbrew t lnion College Prcss' 2004. $34'95) x and 272 pp Bib-

tlogtöly. Ina"*"d. LCN: 2003062476. ISBN: 0-87820-455-5 Distributed bv wavne State

Univcrsity Prcss. Dehojt. ML

According to the prophet Sarnuel in his instruct ions to King Saul in I-Sam l5:3' the

clivine comian<l in öeui 25: l9 to wipe out the memory of Amalek meant that every man'
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